
BROCKWORTH ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

WEDNESDAY 18 MAY 2011 

7pm Brockworth Community Centre 

 

There were 20 people present. 

 

The chairman opened the meeting and welcomed everyone to the meeting.   

 

Apologies 

Apologies were received from Brockworth Enterprise School, Brockworth Primary School, Castle 

Hill Primary School, Brockworth Youth Centre, Mr Richards (Allotments Association), Cllr J 

Perez, and Cllr Furolo. 

 

Minutes 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 19
th
 May 2010 were received with no 

comments. 

 

Annual Report of the Chairman of the Parish Council – Cllr J Hunt 

The Chairman’s report was circulated to all present and Cllr Hunt covered the main points in his 

talk.  The full report can be read at the appendix 1. 

 

Questions? 

Q. What is a Quality Council? 

A.  The Clerk outlined the details of a Quality Council – a council has to demonstrate it has met a 

minimum standard of criteria relating to qualified clerk, numbers of elected councillors, 

engagement with the community etc.   

 

Q.  What’s happening about the changing rooms on Mill Lane? 

A.  The Clerk updated the meeting – the existing planning permission expires at end of May 2011.  

The Football Club will update us soon. 

 

Q.  How much was the damaged dog bin to replace? 

A.  The installed bin was a second-hand plastic one and only cost installation.  A replacement 

metal one would be about £200 

 

Report from County Councillor Mike Collins 

Cllr Collins congratulated all the re-elected and new councillors.  Gloucestershire County Council 

has been dominated by the cuts over the past year.  The current amount to be saved over the next 

four years is £114m.  The main effects in Brockworth are the withdrawal of support for the library 

and youth centre.   

   

The A46 landslip work still not quite finished.  The Ermin Street traffic calming phase 1 has been 

completed.  There are lots of proposed developments for Brockworth and Cllr Collins expressed 

that the parish must do everything it can to oppose unsuitable developments.   The developers at 

Coopers Edge are looking to re-negotiate the section 106 obligations. 

 

Questions? 

Q.  What is the 2
nd
 phase of traffic calming? 

A.  Not been designed yet but will be down towards Hucclecote end of Ermin Street. 

 

Q.  What do you think the chances are of re-negotiating the section 106? 



A.  The Coopers Edge section 106 doesn’t just affect Brockworth.  Stroud District Council and 

Gloucester City Council are all involved in the discussions.  Cllr Collins felt that the planning 

permission should also be varied in line with the changes to the section 106 obligations.  

 

Statement of Accounts for the year ended 31
st
 March 2011 – Mrs Julie Shirley 

The full report was circulated to all present and can be read at Appendix 2.  The highlights were 

read out by Mrs Shirley.   

 

Questions? 

Q.  What is the Interest rate?  

A.  0.05% on the 30-day accounts.  

 

Q.  Can any of the parish’s reserves be locked away for longer periods to get a better rate of 

interest? 

A.  Yes, this can be looked at.  

 

Q.  Is the income fairly static?   

A.  Yes, all offices are let.  The catering income has increased since we employed kitchen staff. 

 

Q.  What was the rights of way maintenance budget spent on? 

A.  But shelter cleaning etc.  Full breakdown was provided to Mr Flounders after the meeting.   

 

Q.  What is the citizens’ advice bureau money for? 

A.  The Parish Council subsidises a weekly citizens’ advice bureau service here in Brockworth for 

residents. 

 

Report from the Police – PCSO Jenny Norris 

PCSO Norris circulated the annual figures to all present.  On average, there are 2 crimes per week 

in Brockworth. 

 

PCSO Norris outlined changes that will be affecting Brockworth in the coming weeks.  PCSO 

Norris is being re-located to Winchcombe patch and won’t be replaced in Brockworth.  The 

Brockworth Community Safety Team will be located from Churchdown and shared around in a 

bigger team.  The Brockworth police house is definitely closing, and the police will be discussing 

the option of having a room at a community building in Brockworth but will not be willing to pay 

any rental as the Churchdown station is only 3 miles away.   

 

Cllr Hunt expressed how much PCSO Norris will be missed in Brockworth.   

 

Report from Brockworth Allotments and Garden Association – Ernie Flounders 

Mr Flounders gave the report on behalf of Mr Richards who was unable to attend the meeting.  All 

the plots are in use, there are a couple that are being investigated as in need of attention and a 

letter will be sent to the plot holders.  There are currently 14 people on the waiting list. 

It has been a quiet, trouble free year, with no vandalism and very little theft.  The Allotments 

Association are grateful to the local residents that keep an eye on the allotments, and grateful to 

those that keep it running smoothly. 

 

Questions? 

Q.  How long until someone gets an allotment? 

A.  Difficult to measure the waiting time.  Allotments become available if people give them up or 

are ejected for not looking after them. 

 



Q.  Is the Allotments having a stall at the Fete? 

A.  Yes. 

 

Q.  Can we get additional allotment land? 

A.  Land is difficult to get hold of.  There is nothing lined up for further allotments at the moment.  

Primrose Vale Farm was advertising allotments a while ago and offers a private rental 

arrangement. 

 

Report on Community Bus and Elderly Groups – Cllr Carole Neal 

There are 3 clubs for elderly Brockworth residents – Monday afternoons at St George’s Church 

Hall, Wednesday mornings at Royal British Legion, and Wednesday afternoons at St Patrick’s 

Church.  For 20 years the parish council has paid for a minibus to take the elderly to their clubs.  

In 2001, the cost of the bus doubled and the Parish Council couldn’t afford it so the elderly clubs 

had to raise money.  For the past 4 years, the Tesco developer money paid for the minibus and ran 

free return trips to Tesco.  That money ended May 2011.  The parish council has agreed a 12 

month agreement for a once weekly service which will cost the parish council £150 per day 

(£7,800 per year).  Mondays have been dropped and the bus will run on Wednesdays only.  The 

clubs will be asked to contribute to the cost (£2 per trip per elderly club user), free for the Tesco 

trips.  

 

Questions? 

Q.  What happened to Glos Minibus scheme? 

A.  It relied on volunteer drivers and couldn’t guarantee a regular service 

 

Report from Brockworth Community Project – Maureen Rowcliffe-Quarry 

The past year has been a big year for the Project, with a massive amount of changes.  The Project 

has been putting together a plan to continue the Library and Youth service since December, 

involving much closer working links with the parish council.  This has been a positive experience 

and a positive thing for Brockworth.  Both organisations are working towards the same aims and 

working together is good for Brockworth.  The Community Project is open Tuesday to Friday 

11am to 4pm and is staffed by 3 part-time people so sometimes the office will not be manned due 

to holidays and sickness.  The Project has about 100 students on the books at any one time.  Maths 

is not running at the moment but English is about to start again.   

 

Report from Tewkesbury Borough Councillors – Cllr V Perez and Cllr M Rowcliffe-Quarry  

A report was circulated and can be read at Appendix 3.  Cllr Perez and Cllr Rowcliffe-Quarry 

went through the main points.   

 

Tewkesbury Borough Council has made a lot of effort in the past year to improve communications 

with parish councils and borough residents. 

 

Questions? 

Q.  Has anything been decided about the advice centre at Brockworth? 

A.  No decisions made.  They are looking at different ways of working. 

 

Report from the Tree Warden – Ernie Flounders 

A report was circulated and can be read at Appendix 4.  Mr Flounders ran through the main points. 

The importance of tree wardens working with the public gets better every year.  People are 

genuinely interested in what’s being done.  Mr Flounders is recording old and ancient trees on 

behalf of the Woodland Trust, which may lead to an application to government to do something to 

protect old trees (some trees could be up to 1000 years old).  If anyone knows of any old trees, 

please inform the parish office. 



Perry Pear Trees are included in the green buffer area of the kennel lane planning application.   

Cllr Rowcliffe-Quarry still has the petition to request TPO on the Perry Pear trees and is waiting 

for the Kennel Lane application to be decided before presenting the petition to Tewkesbury 

Borough Council. 

 

There was a Community Tree planting event at Cross Hands Meadow with 105 free trees from the 

Woodland Trust.  The trees are growing well, with only one not growing which was probably 

following the damage by 3 young people.  We’ve applied for another free pack for this Autumn. 

 

Gloucestershire County Council has promised to replant trees on the A46 following the landslip 

work so we must monitor to the tree replanting is done. 

 

Mr Flounders gave a brief update on the Nature Reserve.  Tewkesbury Borough Council has 

replanted the wildlife corridor and replaced a lot of the dead trees.  New fences have been erected 

all the way around with a 6’ wooden fence all the way around.  Mr Flounders has been asked to 

generally tidy it up which will be a big job.  Most of the neighbours have been very helpful.  The 

Parish Council was very supportive 18 months ago, and had offered to take over the land but no 

progress on that. 

 

Mrs Fay Bennett (assistant parish clerk) has a tree log and keeps a record of all historic, 

noteworthy, and newly planted trees. Mr Flounders noted that it was a pleasure to come into this 

community centre. 

 

Questions? 

Q.  What variety of trees has been planted at Cross Hands Meadow? 

A.  Oak, birch, hawthorne, field maple, rowan.  All 1 metre – 2 metres apart, once they have been 

established, those that are too close together will be moved.  Naturally the stronger tree 

thrives and weaker trees die.   

 

Q.  Where is Nature Close? 

A.  Off Green Bank 

 

Mrs Iris German noted a new tree had been planted at Lasne Crescent on Tewkesbury Borough 

Council land.  Mr Flounders agreed to have a look. 

 

There being no further reports or questions from members of the public, the meeting closed at 

8.40pm.   



Appendix 1 

 

CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 

APRIL 2010 to MARCH 2011 

 

 

Introduction 

 

The annual report, which is a statutory requirement, relates to the work of Brockworth Parish 

Council for the year 2010/2011. 

 

The report that follows describes the principal activities under taken by Brockworth Parish 

Council for the above period. 

 

Planning 

 

In 2010/2011 the Parish Council was asked to comment on 64 planning applications.  It also 

provided a number of detailed responses to the Planning Inspectorate in respect of Planning 

Appeals.  There are always difficulties and difference of opinion when determining planning 

applications, particularly in areas covered by Green Belt and AONB.  Brockworth Parish Council 

is always concerned about future housing development on the consequential impact it has on its 

roads and other local services. 

 

In last years report the Parish Council made strong comments on the development of the 72 houses 

in Kennel Lane which has now been permitted.  There are, however, still concerns as to the access 

to the site through Green Bank. 

 

However, there is an outline planning application in for 220 houses on Invista land which the 

Council has sent a strong objection to. 

 

In addition to large developments, your Council comments on household developments and 

change of use applications and hope that you find it helpful when Councillors pay a visit to 

affected neighbouring properties in order that we can take their comments into consideration when 

dealing with these on your behalf. 

 

The Shell land at the rear of the Cross Hands Garage, which has now been named ‘Cross Hands 

Meadow’, is still being well maintained.  This year the Council has planted 100 trees which were 

given to the Council by The Woodland Trust. 

 

The housing development on the old Shell site opposite the entrance to the business park has now 

been completed and many have been occupied.  Also the housing development at Coopers Edge 

has started building again with many more houses being occupied. 

 

Burial Ground 

 

Last year it was reported that we have been successful in purchasing a further ¼ acre of land to 

cover the burial ground. The grass seed has now been sown, boundary fence installed with a new 

entrance from the existing burial ground.  Cremation remains will soon be going into this area. 

 

 

 

 



Your Council also covers the following areas:- 

 

Rights of Way 

 

The Council is always looking to ensure Rights of Way are kept clear, notifying Highways of 

potholes in roads and pavements and ensuring that waste and dog bins are kept emptied and in 

good condition.  Doggie bags are available from the Community Centre, free of charge, I may add, 

to the residents of Brockworth on production of your address. 

 

Also hedges and trees along pavements and roads – at this point I would like to ask residents if 

they could help their Council by keeping the hedges and trees which grow along public footpaths 

alongside their property cut on a regular basis to reduce the time and cost to your Council dealing 

with complaints. 

 

Parks and Open Spaces 

 

This council has, and are always looking to improve and maintain play equipment on land owned 

by the Parish.   

 

No new equipment has been installed in either Pound Farm or Mill Lane playing fields again this 

year.  As mentioned last year the safety surfaces which were due to be carried out has now been 

completed.    

 

We have also had again a considerable amount of wilful damage done and along with routine 

maintenance the Council has spent around over £16,000 on the play areas.   It would be helpful if 

any resident who saw any damage being carried out to notify the Police and the Council.   

 

Negotiations are still on-going between the Parish Council and Brockworth Albion Football Club 

in relation to them building changing rooms on Mill Lane playing field. 

 

Play Day Sunday, 22 May 

 

Play Gloucestershire is holding a Play Day on Sunday, 22 May on the Mill Lane Playing Field for 

all the Family. 

 

Annual Parish Fete 

 

We are again holding this very successful event at Mill Lane playing field on 2 July, 2011. 

 

In addition to last year’s regulars, we are having Children’s dance group, a Jazz Band and a 

traditional Punch & Judy, all of which are being held in the main arena.  As well as the arena 

events the dog show will also be taking place and commencing a little earlier than the fete.  The 

Challenge will also take place, the Scouts trying to defend the shield.  We have received 

confirmation that a small Children’s Fair will also be here on the day. 

 

Bus Shelters 

 

Last year I reported that we had fitted a new bus shelter close to Westfield Road traffic lights and 

have now added a perching bar to the shelter near the Victoria Inn and the shelter on the 

Shurdington Road.  We are also talking to Gloucestershire County Council about a new shelter to 

go outside the Whittle Inn. 

 



 

Brockworth News Letter 

 

I hope you all enjoy reading the bi-monthly Parish Magazine, which the Scouts deliver to every 

Brockworth household on our behalf.  Any local news or articles that you would like to be 

published should be sent to the Parish Office. 

 

Community Building 

 

The building has now been open for just over five years and we are pleased to report that the 

bookings for the main hall and other rooms are going better than last year with all offices being 

rented for long-term periods. 

 

As stated last year, if you have any comments to make regarding any functions etc. please do 

contact Lorraine, the Administrator of the Community Centre, or write to the Parish Council. 

 

The Coffee Shop is now open Monday, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, 10am to 

1.30pm for light lunches and refreshments, all at very reasonable prices.  We also hold a Senior 

Citizens Luncheon Club every Friday at 12 noon for Brockworth Residents only, at a cost of £3.50 

for a 2 course cooked lunch which includes a cup of tea or coffee.  To ensure you get a seat 

bookings should be made in advance as we are only able to seat 30 people at any one time. 

 

Community Bus 

 

The money for the Community Bus, unfortunately, runs out on the 11 May.  However, the Council 

is looking into whether we can obtain some more money to continue, if this fails I must say 

regrettably, the bus will not be able to continue. 

 

Library & Youth Centre 

 

As you are all aware Gloucestershire County Council has decided to withdraw permanent support 

to these services and to ensure that these are maintained the Council have in conjunction with the 

Brockworth Community Project produced a business plan for running these services together with 

a sum of £25,000.  We should know very soon whether we have been successful. 

 

Parish Plan 

 

The Council has carried out a Parish Plan with the help of many local volunteers first in setting up 

a questionnaire, delivering and collecting the completed ones, out of the total number delivered 

25% were returned, in the Council’s opinion this was a very good response which when analysed 

will give the Council a very good idea as to what the residents of Brockworth would like to see or 

happen over the next five years, as a Parish Plan is usually carried out over that period. 

 

The results will be announced in the next issue of the Parish magazine. 

 

Forward Planning 

 

As the Council has now carried out our Parish Plan and have 80% of Councillors elected, with 

Parish Clerk having obtained the necessary qualifications,  it is the Council’s intention next year to 

apply for ‘Quality Parish Status’. 

 

 



Financial 

 

The Parish Clerk, Julie Shirley, will present the end of the year accounts at the end of my report. 

 

Appreciation 

 

The Council would like to thank all the Councillors who give a lot of their time in helping to run 

the Community Building and also to all the staff especially the Clerk, Julie Shirley, who has 

carried out an excellent job in getting the Council through in what has been a very difficult and 

busy year. 

 

 

Jim Hunt 

Chairman 

Brockworth Parish Council 

 

May, 2011. 



Appendix 2 

 

To receive a statement of the Parish Council’s Accounts for the year ending 31 March 2011. 

 

The precept received by the Parish from Tewkesbury Borough Council for 2010/11 was set at 

£153,562 which was an increase over the previous year of nearly £12,000. We also received grants 

totalling £43,542.  The precept for 2011/12 has been set at £153,000 so no increase this time. 

 

Staff costs were £84,055 in the last year which is an increase of £15,949 over the previous year, 

this being due to taking one 2 new staff.  Employees received no cost-of-living pay rise in the past 

year and will not be receiving one in the current financial year. 

 

The Community Centre cost the parish council £70,701 to run in the past year, which was a 

decrease of £3,944.  The Community Centre has again increased the amount of income it 

generates: 

£18,177 in 2007/08 

£28,077 in 2008/09 

£44,906 in 2009/10 

£51,182 in 2010/11 

 

During the past year, the parish council has given out grants to local groups totalling £902.88 (list 

below).  The parish council has also provided £4,000 to Brockworth Sports Centre, £2,000 to 

Brockworth Youth Centre, £2,000 towards the Summer Free Swimming, and £1,000 to 

Brockworth Enterprise School towards computers.   The Community Bus was also run using the 

last of the Tesco developer money for the year at a cost of £22,722. 

 

Brockworth Mothers Club 

Brockworth Free Church (URC) 

The Welcome Club 

Leckhampton Court Hospice 

Golden Age Club 

Gloucestershire Chest Fund 

Royal British Legion 

Senior Citizens Summer Day Trip 

Brockworth Swimming Club 

Brockworth Enterprise School 

Brockworth Sports Centre 

Brockworth Allotment Association 

Coopers Hill & Brockworth WI 

Castle Hill Primary School 

 

In addition the council spent £10,696 on grass cutting, £6,347 on Parks & Open Spaces, and 

£3,748 on Rights of Way maintenance.  A further £16,748 was spent on refurbishing the safety 

surfacing at the Mill Lane playgrounds and the football pitches. 

 

The year end accounts are being audited soon and are available to view on request up until 27
th
 

May 2011. 

 

The surplus monies received will be added to the parish council’s general reserves and used to 

support services such as the library and youth centre in the coming year. 

 

 



Income 2010-11  

Precept £153,562.00 

Investment Income £102.60 

Burial Ground £5,664.81 

Hall and Other Lettings £21,055.19 

Office Hire £27,080.26 

Parish fete £1,157.00 

Catering Income £3,046.81 

Sec 106 Grants - Tesco Community 

Bus £27,217.30 

Other Grants £16,325.38 

Miscellaneous Income £422.38 

 £255,633.73 

  

  

Expenditure 2010-11  

PC Staff Costs £46,685.51 

CC Staff Costs £37,370.20 

General administration £18,086.19 

Sec.137 Grants and Sec.106 £19,093.88 

Citizens Advice Bureau Service £1,786.21 

Audit Fees £1,125.00 

Members Allowance £1,521.51 

Burial Ground General 

Maintenance £3,957.65 

Burial Ground Development Costs £5,108.62 

Parks & Open Spaces Various £6,347.67 

Rights of Way Various £3,748.80 

Community Bus £22,722.70 

Community Building £33,331.52 

Grass Cutting £10,696.00 

Parish Fete £2,255.79 

Insurance £3,331.60 

Training £903.24 

Advertising and Publicity £250.82 

Parish Plan £2,658.84 

 £220,981.75 

 

 

 



Appendix 3 - Tewkesbury Borough Council Report 

 

Working in partnership 

We have continued to build on our work in previous years to share or work in partnership – to 

reduce costs and maintain quality. 

We now share management with other councils in three more service areas - Internal Audit, 

Spatial Planning and Property Services. 

Through the year we have been working with the other Gloucestershire districts to combine six 

separate home improvement contracts into one. Starting in June 2011 there will be a single 

county-wide Home Improvement Service. 

The tourist information centre in Winchcombe is partly funded by the town council in order to 

retain opening hours to benefit local tourism. 

All the dual-use sports centres are now run entirely by the schools. In October, the remaining 

facility at Bishops Cleeve was formally taken back by the school. 

 

Savings and service improvements 

The new recycling and waste collection scheme was introduced at the beginning of the year and 

has seen recycling rates significantly increase from 31per cent to 53 per cent. This successful 

scheme not only means that less waste is going to landfill, but also that the range of items that can 

be recycled has increased. 

Our environmental health unit continues to work with businesses, and consequently there has been 

a 5 per cent increase in food businesses that are compliant with hygiene legislation 

Even before the budget statement all councils knew that savings would be required in the region of 

28 per cent over a four year period starting 2011/12, and throughout the year the council has been 

working to identify these savings. Through this proactive work the council had already identified 

most of the savings required for 2011/12 (£1.563m), which was before the savings requirements 

had even been publicised. 

 

Making a difference to people and communities 

The Capital Grant Scheme was well used through the year (and will continue in 2011/12). 

Although the annual budget is £250,000, the council was able to identify additional funding and 

consequently approved community grants totalling £339,000. The grants covered not only 

improvements to existing community buildings, but also a range of other projects including the 

installation of solar panels on the roof of a community centre. 

In order to help organisations in the borough apply for funding from charitable or government 

bodies, the council fully funds a web based scheme (GrantNet) that identifies suitable funding for 

a range of schemes. Through this scheme local organisations have been awarded more than 

£96,000 by external funding bodies. 

Our staff in the benefits section have worked hard to help families and individuals receive their 

full entitlements, and not only those relating to housing benefits. In the past 12 months, we have 

helped families and individuals gain more than £804,000 in extra benefits. 

Similar support work in our housing section has helped 105 homeless people find accommodation 

and prevented 126 people from becoming homeless. 

We continue to place an emphasis on working with young people, and in addition to working with 

schools, sports clubs and youth centres the council, ran a series of activity schemes during 

2010/11. Those schemes attracted over 20,000 young people. 

More than 56 per cent of the borough’s flood alleviation projects have been delivered and many 

more projects are underway or scheduled. All projects were categorised (high, medium or low), 

and it is planned that the majority of high and medium projects will be completed during 2011/12. 

Of the £571,500 of funding available for these projects, Tewkesbury Borough Council has 

provided £157,000 and Severn Trent Water has provided £285,000. In addition, the council’s 

annual drainage maintenance budget was increased from £18, 000 to £50,000 from 2010/11.  



Appendix 4 - Tree Warden Report May 2010 to May 2011 

 

Introduction 

I stressed in my report last year, the importance of the Parish Tree Warden being able to work with 

the Parish Council and the Community. During the past year, I have been called upon to help and 

advise the schools, we have planted trees, worked with the Borough Council to retain old trees and 

place a TPO on others, and with the help of the Parish Council started an Ancient Tree Log of old 

and notable trees in the village. 

 

Ancient Tree Hunt 

We have surveyed and recorded data with the Woodland Trust, of a number of very old trees and 

ancient within the parish.  Some of these were done last year, but I discovered others on land near 

Abbotswood Farm and on Castle Hill. This job can be quite time consuming as the trees have to 

be measured and details of location, deterioration, invertebrates, fungus, lichens and wildlife 

activity assessed before data logging can be done. 

 

If any members of the public are aware of any trees that are worthy of note or having a historic 

importance, please let myself or the parish office know. 

 

Perry Pear Trees Kennel Lane 

I said in the report last year, that we had been unsuccessful in placing a Tree Preservation Order 

on two very old Perry Pear trees on land proposed for development at Kennel Lane despite them 

being of a historic value and an amenity asset right next to the public footpath.  

In February of this year the detailed plans for this site were submitted to TBC and included not 

just two, but all three of the Perry Pear trees in a landscaped buffer zone at the edge of the site. 

However, as far as I am aware those plans have not yet been approved so we must continue to 

keep watch.  

 

Tree Preservation Order St Georges Hall 

Members of the parish were shocked to see tree surgeons and chain saws turn up last October at St 

George’s Church hall car park in court Road, intending to fell three mature trees. 

Quick action by Councillor Maureen Rowcliffe-Quarry, and a very quick response from the 

Landscape Officer at TBC placed these trees on an emergency TPO (Tree Preservation Order). We 

then had to follow up with the normal process of a TPO, but fortunately the trees met every 

criteria required for a preservation order and the TPO was made permanent on 9 December 2010. 

 

We are grateful to the church wardens and other members of the church council, who helped to 

deal with this in a sympathetic and responsible way.   

 

Tree Planting Cross Hands Meadow 

Last year Woodland Trust were offering free tree packs to parishes and communities where they 

could be planted as part of a community or woodland project. With the help of the parish clerk, we 

were successful in our application for a Wildlife Pack, of 105 saplings that will grow and develop 

into a suitable habitat and food source for wildlife. 

On Saturday 11 December 2010, despite the cold weather 20 parishioners and councillors turned 

out for a community tree planting on the Cross Hands Meadow to the rear of the Cross Hands 

Garage. The Tree Guards and Stakes were very kindly provided by the Parish Council. 

 

During the half term period in February some of these newly planted trees were damaged by three 

youths from the village. Thankfully due to the quick action of a local resident, the parish office, 

myself and the police, the vandals were caught and dealt with by the Police, fortunately all but one 

of the damaged trees were saved.   



 

In a more recent incident a number of support canes had to be replaced. They were probably stolen 

for tomato canes.  

 

If this year’s application is successful we will be able to plant some more trees on the site later this 

year.  

 

A46 Painswick Road 

A large number of mature trees had to be felled as part of the work to stabilise the ground on the 

Painswick Road. The Highways Authority had included tree planting with a ten year management 

plan in the scheme. The work is now nearing completion so we must ensure that the tree planting 

is done at the appropriate time, this autumn.    

 

Brockworth Nature Reserve   

Many people may not be aware that we have a small Nature Reserve at Nature Close in 

Brockworth.  Early last year I was asked by the Borough Council to advise on trees and shrubbery 

at the nature reserve. For whatever reason much of the green wildlife corridor and part of the 

reserve had deteriorated, to the point of being almost ineffective. To make the reserve viable, these 

needed to be replaced and the reserve secured. The response from TBC has been swift and 

positive, new trees have been planted and fencing erected. As recently as this week I have been 

talking with members of TBC, and have agreed that I will go into the reserve and remove bramble 

and undergrowth to let in the sunlight to bring the reserve back to its original state as a viable 

wildlife habitat. 

 

Most of the local residents that I have spoken to are very pleased that work is being done at the 

site and have been very helpful, providing old photographs and a copy of the original plan from 

1993. Our grateful thanks must go to them all for their support.   

 

Thanks and Appreciation 

Looking back over the past year, quite a lot has been achieved. We have helped with advice on 

tree management, we have been donated trees by local people, asked for help and advice for the 

schools, and have been given help and encouragement by neighbours and dog walkers keeping an 

eye on the development of the work we have done.   

I must thank the previous Parish Council and Councillors for their support, and especially Julie 

and Fay the in the Parish Office for all that they do. 

 

Brockworth Tree Records   

When I attend the Tree Council Forum’s, we are asked by the Tree Council to encourage our 

parish councils to keep tree records, involve the schools and the community in tree planting, and 

to create an interest in trees for now and in the future. I am delighted to say that in Brockworth we 

are doing that.    

 

 

Ernie Flounders 

Brockworth Tree Warden 

May 2011 

 

       

 


